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Thinking in the present 
looking at the future 

Ethical universalism is basically an elementary demand for 
impartiality-applied within generations and between them. It is, 
in the present context, the recognition of  a shared claim of  all 
to the basic capability to lead worthwhile lives. Not working 
toward guaranteeing the basic capabilities to the future 
generations would be scandalous, but in the 

same way, not working toward bringing those 

elementary capabilities within the reach of  the 

deprived in the present generation would also 

be outrageous. (Anand & Sen, 2000) 



Business shouldn’t be unaware of  
human development  

Redistribution to the poor in the form of  improving their 
health, education, and nutrition is not only intrinsically 
important-in enhancing 

their capabilities to lead more fulfilling lives- 

but it is also instrumentally important in 

increasing their ``human capital'' with lasting 

influence in the future […] Thus human development should be 
seen as a major contribution to the achievement of  
sustainability. 

(Anand & Sen, 2000) 



Enhancing human capabilities rather 
than human capital 

The discipline of  universalism requires us to extend the 
same concern for all human beings-irrespective of  race, 
class, gender, nationality, or generation. The underlying 
ethics of  it sees diff�erent human beings as important in the 
same way. This importance relates to the personhood of  
people: human beings seen as persons-not as means of  
production. As a matter of  fact, human beings are also 
superb means of  production. But that is not the most 
momentous fact about us. (Anand & Sen, 2000) 



Social & environmental responsibility 
works. The Graduation Pledge of  

Social & Environmental Responsibility 
states: 

“I pledge to explore and take into account 
the social and environmental consequences 
of  any job I consider and will try to 
improve these aspects of  any organizations 
for which I work.” 






